CSEE JOURNAL OF POWER AND ENERGY SYSTEMS, VOL. 8, NO. 1, JANUARY 2022 165

Plug-in Gate-loop Compensators for
Series-connected IGBT Drivers in a Solid-state
Fault Current Limiter

Rui Wang, Student Member, IEEE, Yu Chen, Member, IEEE, Jing Chen, Lin Liang, Senior Member, IEEE,
and Li Peng, Member, IEEE

Abstract—A solid-state fault current limiter (SSFCL) is the key
protective equipment in a direct current distribution network. In
order to meet the high voltage requirements and reduce costs,
implementing a SSFCL based on series-connected insulated gate
bipolar transistors (IGBTs) is a promising approach. However,
voltage unbalancing of IGBTs would be introduced if the gate-
loops of the IGBTs are non-identical. In this paper, a plug-in
gate-loop compensator with discrete gate voltage feedback and
pulsewidth current compensation is proposed. The main merits
are: 1) with the plug-in structure, the extra current sources only
provide small power to fine-tune the gate-loop without affecting
the functions provided by the commercial IGBT gate driver; 2)
the gate-emitter voltages of IGBTs are compared with the preset
thresholds to obtain control criterion, and the pulsewidths of the
current sources are controlled for gate-loop compensation, thus
both analog-digital and digital-analog converters are avoided; 3)
the control law is easy to implement in FPGA, and is robust to
voltage variation of power-loops. With the proposed compensator,
the voltage unbalancing is alleviated immediately at the present
switching cycle, and further eliminated cycle-by-cycle during
the current limitation process. Experimental results verify the
feasibility of the proposed compensator.

Index Terms—Current limitation, direct current distribution
network, insulated gate bipolar transistors (IGBTs), voltage
balancing.

I. INTRODUCTION

S for the establishment of a power distribution network,

using direct current (DC) has many advantages compared
to that of alternating current (AC), such as less loss, larger
capacity and so on [1]. However, the line current would be
rising rapidly once a short-circuit fault occurs, which requires
DC protective equipment to immediately limit the fault cur-
rent. A solid-state fault current limiter (SSFCL), which can
limit the fault current to a given level within a given period,
is commonly adopted [2], [3]. For a medium or low voltage
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DC distribution network, SSFCL based on series-connected
insulated gate bipolar transistors (IGBTs) is a cost-efficient
solution since the voltage rating of a single IGBT is limited.
A typical application of SSFCLs is shown in Fig. 1. Several
IGBTs are in series as a switch, and it is constantly on when
the load or the lines in the downstream is under normal
operation. Once the short-circuit in the load side occurs, the
switch is operated under pulse-width modulation (PWM) to
limit the fault current within a certain level. Such a fault
current not only ensures the safety of the transmission lines,
but also creates the operating conditions for the protective
equipment (such as fuse or DC circuit breaker) near the load
side.

DC distribution network

/—
_Q.Q..»
Q_i_ %Load
SSFCL

SSFCL Load

Fig. 1. Application example of the SSFCLs in a DC distribution network.

However, during the repetitive switching processes to limit
the short current, voltage could be introduced in the series-
connected IGBTs for two reasons: 1) the power-loops of the
IGBTs are not identical and 2) the gate-loops of the IGBTSs
are not identical [4]. The former problem has been well
documented, and can be solved by adding passive snubbers [5]
or applying active gate driver technologies [6]-[23]. In order
to reduce voltage unbalancing, some feedback from the power-
loop should be acquired as control criterion in such active gate
driver technologies. For example, references [6]-[11] fed back
the clamp circuit current or the collector current, and [12]-
[14] fed back the collector-emitter voltage for control; Refer-
ence [20] added an extra Miller capacitor and used its current
to compensate the gate current. In addition to these analog
methods, some digital methods were also proposed. In [21],
the collector-emitter voltages of IGBTs were compared with
some thresholds to generate discrete signals; in [22], [23],
the voltages were sampled with analog-to-digital converters
(ADCs); the latter problems, however, are generally solved
by fine-tuning the gate-loop parameters to make the gate-
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emitter voltages as identical as possible. Such a trial-and-error
method is burdensome when the amount of IGBTs is large,
and is inconvenient and risky when the voltage level is high.
Although the technologies in [22]-[24] were also able to con-
trol the gate-emitter voltages, they required analog-to-digital
converters (ADCs) or digital-to-analog converters (DACs) as
interfaces, which brought in extra circuit complexities; and
they required a complete redesign of the gate drivers, losing
many benefits of the mature commercial gate drivers.

To remain the benefits of a commercial IGBT gate driver
and realize fast and robust gate-loop compensation, a FPGA-
based, plug-in gate-loop compensator with discrete gate volt-
age feedback and pulse width current compensation is pro-
posed in this paper. The gate-loop compensation is automatic
without trial-and-error, and it is especially suitable for SSFCL
applications:

1) The plug-in structure ensures that the commercial IGBT
gate driver with main driving power and powerful protection
is still available. Only extra current sources with small power
are added to fine-tune the gate-emitter voltage.

2) The gate-emitter voltages of IGBTs are compared with
several preset thresholds to obtain the necessary criterion; and
the pulsewidths of the current sources are controlled for gate-
loop compensation. Both ADCs and DACs are avoided.

3) The control law is easy to implement in FPGA, and is
robust to voltage variation in the power-loop. The voltage
unbalancing can be alleviated immediately at the present
switching cycle, and further eliminated cycle-by-cycle.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section II,
the voltage unbalancing of IGBTs induced by inconsistent
gate-loops is first analyzed, and then the key control criterion
is introduced. In Section III, the proposed plug-in gate-loop
compensator is designed. In Section IV, the experimental
results of two IGBTs in series are given. In Section V, the
conclusion is given.

II. ANALYSIS OF IGBTS IN SERIES

The simplified diagram of the SSFCL is shown in Fig. 2,
where two IGBTs S, (x = a, b) are series-connected, and two
resistors Ry,y(r = a,b) are in parallel with the IGBTs to
balance the static voltages; The DC voltage of the distribution
network is denoted as V., and the line stray inductance
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Fig. 2. The simplified diagram of a SSFCL.

is denoted as L,. Here, it is assumed that the SSFCL is
located close to Vg, thus L, is a small value and the stray
energy can be dissipated on a power varistor R,. L1 and Lo
are the inductances on the transmission lines. If necessary,
the extra inductor could be added to limit the slope of the
current [25], and the impedance of the transmission line can
be ignored compared to that of the inductor. Consequently, the
transmission lines are simplified as pure inductive models. D,
and D, are the freewheeling diodes which are used to provide
the current paths when the IGBTSs are turned off.

As shown in Fig. 3(a), once the short-circuit fault occurs
in the load side and the line current ¢;, reaches the upper
threshold current Iy,,y, the IGBTSs are turned off immediately
to prevent the rapid rising of ir,, and then 1, will flow through
Dy and D5. When 1y, is lower than the lower threshold current
Iinin, the IGBTs are turned on again. Such operations will be
repeated for a user-defined period Ti;y,. If the short-circuit is
clear within Tj;,,, the IGBTs are constantly turned on again
and the distribution network recovers to the normal operation;
and if the short-circuit is not clear within 7j;,, the IGBTs will
be constantly turned off to ensure the safety of the network.

During the switching processes, it is important to balance
the collector-emitter voltage vee(a) and vee(n) of S, and Sy,
respectively. Therefore the mechanism of voltage unbalancing
of IGBTSs in series is first analyzed. Supposing S, (z = a,b)
is driven by the commercial IGBT gate driver without the
voltage balancing function, the turning-on process and turning-
off process are shown in Fig. 3(b) and (c) respectively, and
they are described as follows.
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Fig. 3.  Working process of SSFCL. (a) Waveform of current limitation. (b)

Turning-on process of two series-connected IGBTs. (c) Turning-off process
of two series-connected IGBTs.

A. Turning-on Process

Stage I [tg ~ t1]: assuming both IGBTS receive the turning-
on signal at ¢, then the gate-emitter voltage vge(,) (7 = a,b)
of S, begins to rise from the negative voltage V. to positive
voltage Vgq. The gate-loop can be described as a RC' circuit
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charged by Vqq, and vge(,) can be expressed as:

Vgo(a) (t = to) = Vaa + (Voo — Vaa)e™ 710/ Toner (1)

where Ton(2) = Ron(z)Con(z) (T = @, b) is the turning-on time-
constant of the gate-loop; Ryy(y) and Cop(,) are the turning-on
resistance and capacitance of the gate-loop, respectively.

A slight difference always exists between Tona) and Tonc,)
because 1) tolerance variations of Rona) and Ron); 2) Con(w) is
dependent on many factors, such as the individual differences
of IGBTs and parasitic capacitances from gates to ground [19],
and thus Con) and Cyn,y are not identical as well; 3) device
aging can also lead to variations of gate-loop parameters.
Therefore, the numerical relationship between Ton) and Tonb)
is indeterminate. Here the case of Ton) < Tonw) (the rising of
Vge(ay 18 faster than that of vgep)) is taken as an example. Once
Uge(a) Tises to the threshold voltage Vip, S, enters itsactive
region from the cutoff region while Sy, has not yet, which
means the on-resistance ry,) of S, is decreasing while 7y, of
Sy remains unchanged. Since their sum voltage V. is con-
stant, Vee(a) 18 decreasing while veeq) 1S increasing accordingly,
so that the unbalancing voltage AV; is introduced.

Stage II [t; ~ t]: at £y, Vg also rises to Viy, so Sy, enters
its active region. The load current i1, begins to transfer from
D; and D5 to S, and Sy,. So i, the current flowing through
S, and S}, begins to rise. In this stage, vee(,) is depending on
Ts(z)» Which is given by [20]:

Ts(z) = Uce(m)/[gm(a:) (Vdd - ig(w)Ron(a:) - ‘/th)] 2

where 44, (z = a, b) is the gate current of Sy, gin(z) (2 = a, b)
is the transconductance of S,.

When the initial voltage deviation AVp is small, the dif-
ferences between gm@) and gmep), fe) and igp), are small as
well, and thus, 7y, and 74, would be similar according to
(2). Therefore, the voltage deviation in this stage AV is
determined by AV].

Stage III [t ~ t3]: S, and S}, enter the Miller plateau in
this stage (i.e., Vge() = Viiller and Vge) = Viniller)> SO Vce(a)
and vcew) are decreasing rapidly. The slope of wvc.(,) can be
expressed as:

dvce(m)/dt = (Vmiller - Vdd)/Ron(r) Cgc(r) 3)

where Cy () (z = a,b) is the gate-collector capacitance of S,
which depends on vee(g,)-

Since Cyc(yy is a function of v, in this stage, dveew)/dt
and dvcew)/dt would be similar if the voltage deviation of this
stage AV} was small enough. In brief, if the voltage deviation
AV1 at the end of stage I can be as small as possible, then
the voltage deviations in the following stage II and III can be
significantly alleviated, regardless of the difference of 7,y and
T(b)-

Therefore, the key criterion of the voltage balancing control
for IGBTSs is making AV; = 0, in other words, making Vge(a)
and vgew) rise to Vi, synchronously.

B. Turning-off Process

Stage IV [ty ~ t5]: assuming both IGBTs receive the
turning-off signal at 74, then vg(;) begins to fall from Vyq to

Vee. The gate-loop can be described as a RC circuit as well,
and vge(z) can be expressed as:

Uge(ﬂf)(t - t4) = Vee + (Vdd — ‘/Cc)ef(t*tﬂ/ﬂ,ff(m) 4)

where Typ() = Rogi(z) Cofi(z) (¢ = a, b) is the turning-off time-
constant of the gate-10op, Rof(,) and Coff () are the turning-off
resistance and capacitance of the gate-loop, respectively.

Referring to Ton(a) and Ton(b)» here Toff(a) < Toff(b) is assumed
as well, that is, the falling of vge) is faster than that of
Vge(b). ONCE Vge(a) falls to Viiner, Sa enters its active region
from the saturation region while Sy, has not yet, thus 7y is
increasing while ry,) remains unchanged. Since the branch of
IGBTs in series is conductive, Ve 1S increasing while vee)
remains unchanged. Therefore, the unbalancing voltage AVy
is introduced.

Stage V [t5 ~ tg]: at t5, Vge(ry also falls to Viiner, thus Sy,
enters its active regions and 7y is increasing. Both vee) and
Uee(v) are increasing rapidly, and the slope can be expressed
as:

dvce(z) /dt = (Vmiller - ‘/ee)/Roff(z)Cgc(z) &)

Since Cy(,) is a function of (. in this stage, the voltage
deviation of this stage AVx is further increased by the initial
deviation AVy.

Stage VI [t ~ t7]: at tg, D1 and D5 begin to be conductive,
thus i. is decreasing as Vge(y) i decreasing. When v, falls
to Vin, Sy enters the tail current stage, and the two IGBTs in
series can be equivalent to the circuit shown in Fig. 4, where
Cee(a) (T = a, ) is the collector-emitter capacitance of S, and
iil(z) (Z = a,b) is the tail current of S.

1 1
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D i D i
U | N |

Fig. 4. Equivalent circuit of two series-connected IGBTs in the tail current
stage.

Since S, and Sy, are connected in series, the current flowing
through S, is the same as S},. Therefore, the relationship is
approximately expressed as:

{ Iail(z) = I () eXP(—1/7ec)

S (6)
e = Ttail(x) + Cco(z)d/vcc(x) /dt

where Iy (z = a,b) is the initial value of iy (,) in this
stage, and T, is the equivalent lifetime of carrier.

According to (6), since the moment of Vg falling to Vi,
is earlier than vgep), the decay of iy is faster than that of
Thailb), and dveeay/dt is greater than dveer)/dt. In addition, the
voltage deviation AVA, exists at the beginning of this stage,
therefore, the voltage unbalancing of this stage AVyy is further
increased.

Consequently, a similar conclusion can also be obtained for
the turning-off process, that is, the voltage deviation AWy at
the end of stage IV dominates the voltage unbalancing of the



168

whole turning-off process. Therefore, if vgewy and vger) can
fall to Vininer at the same time, the voltage unbalancing can be
greatly reduced as well.

III. THE PROPOSED PLUG-IN GATE-LOOP COMPENSATOR

Based on the above analysis, a FPGA-based parallel plug-
in gate-loop compensator with discrete gate voltage feedback
and pulsewidth current compensation is proposed, as shown
in Fig. 5. vge(z)(z = @, b) is sent to be compared with several
preset thresholds V,,, Vs and V., then the digital outputs (logic
“0” or “17) as control criterion are obtained by FPGA. With
the aid of the preset control law, FPGA controls the current
sources I, and I,y (z = a,b)with “on” or “off” signals
to compensate the gate-loop of S(,)(z = a,b). For each
IGBT, only four wires (two digital wires for switching signal
input and two analog wires integrating vge(,) sensing and gate
current compensation) are required between the proposed gate-
loop compensator and the commercial gate driver. Taking the
turning-on process as an example, after accurate compensa-
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tions of the plug-in gate-loop compensators, Vge(a) and vVge(n)
will reach V4;, synchronously, and the compensation process
of S, is explained in detail, as shown in Fig. 6.

A. Single-cycle Compensation

S1, feedback detection [ty ~ ty(,)]: at tg, Vg begins to
rise as the original trend described in (1), and the moment %,
is recorded by FPGA. When v, reaches the threshold V,,
at t1(,), the output of the isolation comparator is flip-flopped,
the moment ?;(,) is recorded by FPGA as well. And 7o) is
obtained as:

Ton(a) = (tl(a) - tO)/ln[(‘/ee - Vdd)/(VOt - Vdd)] (N

After 1(a), @ fix duration 7 is preserved for control action
calculation (the calculation will be explained later), and then
this stage ends at #5(,).

S2, current compensation [tQ(a) ~ tg(a)]: according to the
calculation result obtained in 7Tt,, FPGAgenerates a pulsewidth
signal with turning on time Ty = t3(a)—t2(a) t0 cONtrol Ipe).
During this stage, the gate-loop can be equivalent to a RC
circuit charged by the voltage source Viq plus Ip). Vgea) 1S
given as:

Vge(a) (t) = (Vaa + Ron(a)Ip(a)) + [Vge(a) (t2(a))
]e_(t_tQ(a))/Ton(a)

®)

S3, non-compensation [t3(,) ~ t4]: since I, compensa-

— Vaa — Ron(a)Ip(a)

N7, . .
n ¥ Lt A i Ve T2 tion is turned off at ¢3(,), the gate-loop goes back to a RC
G/ I, . R R
b T A é* w |\ . R T circuit charged by V4, and veeny Which can be given as:
1 n i e s e e e S ~
! I—> ? ¥ L) : _N, Plug-in gate-loop compensator A !
n(a g-1n ga C C ensator / _ —(t—t3(a Ton(a
i ghe o COL i Vge(a)(t) = Vaa + [Vgo(a) (t3(a)) — Vaale™ @)/ Ton@  (9)
In order to make vge(a)(t) reach Viy, at t4, Ty needs to be
Fig. 5. Function diagram of the proposed gate-loop compensator. calculated during the preserved period 7. Using the condition
A
)
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Fig. 6. Switching waveforms of two series-connected IGBTs with the proposed gate-loop compensators.



WANG et al.: PLUG-IN GATE-LOOP COMPENSATORS FOR SERIES-CONNECTED IGBT DRIVERS IN A SOLID-STATE FAULT CURRENT LIMITER 169

Vih = Vge(a)(t4) and substituting (8) into (9) gives:

Tp(a) = Ton(a) (10)
In (Vthfvdd)/e(_téﬁ—tz(a))/Ton(a)f['ugc(a) (t2(a) )*Vdd*Ron(a) Ip(a)]
Ron(a)Ip(a)

In (10), Vaq, Vin, Ipw and t4 are preset; Rone) can be
obtained from the manual of the commercial driver (the
tolerance variation is so small that its effect on the calculation
result can be ignored, and Ron(,) is considered as a constant,
which is further clarified in the following Section IV); since
t1(a) is recorded by FPGA, t5(,) = t1(a)+71c can be calculated,;
Ton(a) €an be solved by (7) and vge()(t2(a)) can be solved by
(). In brief, Tp) can be calculated since all the parameters
are known.

In a similar manner, the IGBT Sy, is also controlled by its
plug-in gate-loop compensator, and the computed pulse width
Ty for current compensation has a similar form as (10).

B. Cycle-by-cycle Compensation

However, many unideal factors, such as inaccurate param-
eters, make Ty, and Tpp) deviate from their ideal values,

and thus, v and vep) cannot reach Vi, at ¢4 perfectly
in a single-cycle regulation. To compensate for these factors,
a cycle-by-cycle regulation is added, by fully utilizing the
PWM operation of SSFCL during the period Tiim. Vee(z) 15
compared with Vg = Vi3, and when vge(,) reaches Vg, the
flip-flop moment t4(,)(z = a,b) is recorded by FPGA, and a
cycle-by-cycle control is designed:

Toy[n + 1] < Ty [0+ 1] + k - sumn] (11)
where sum([n] is the integral of A¢[n] over n cycles, in which
At[n] is the error of #4,) and t4y,) in the n-th switching
cycle; k is the integral coefficient, which is selected based
on the experimental results under low voltage conditions, and
then is fine-tuned when the voltage is increased gradually;
Tow[n + 1] is the pulse width of the compensation current
that will be calculated in the next switching cycle.

In this way, A¢[n] introduced by the unideal factors will be
gradually compensated in the next switching cycle, and finally
Vge(a) aNd Vge(py can reach Vi, synchronously.

o >
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Prototype design. (a) Details of proposed gate-loop compensator. (b) Test bench of two series-connected press-pack IGBTs. (c) Test bench of four
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IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
A. Experimental Scale-down Platform

The detail of the proposed plug-in gate-loop compensator is
shown in Fig. 7(a). A high impedance differential circuit (HID)
is utilized to sense Vge(z), and then vge(y) is sent to several
comparators (CP1 ~ CP3) for comparisons. The outputs of
the comparators are sent to FPGA via digital isolators (ISOI,
SIO2) for compensation. The compensation signals generated
by FPGA are pulsewidth signals, which are used to drive the
current sources I,y and I,(,) via digital isolators (ISO3,
SO4). FPGA with 100 MHz is chosen as the control core.
As shown in Table I, the parameters of the key devices are
given.

TABLE 1
KEY DEVICES OF COMPENSATORS AND THEIR PARAMETERS
Name Parameter
FPGA EP4CEI0F17C8 N
OP1 LM6172
Tl ~ T3 MMBT2369A
T4 ~ T6 MMBT5771
D1 ~ D4 1 N4002
Cl ~ C3 ADCMP600
ISO1 ~ ISO4  SI8410

The applied IGBT in SSFCL needs to be selected according
to the actual working conditions. The voltage rating V., of a
single IGBT is defined as:

Vee = Kv X (L(,— X dic/dt—i—VdC)/n =Ky x (Vg +Vdc)/n
(12)

where the series-connected IGBTs withstand the superimposed
voltage of DC bus voltage V. and voltage overshoot V,, during
the turning-off process; n is the number of applied IGBTs; K+
is a margin coefficient which is greater than one by taking the
worse working condition into consideration.

As for the current rating I, it needs to be chosen according
to the load current I, under the normal working conditions of
the system, that is, the SSFCL is in a constant on state. In
addition, since there are several large current pulses flowing
through IGBTs in SSFCL when the short-circuit occurs, an-
other parameter named pulsed collector current I s should
be selected according to the upper threshold current Iax. I
and Ipy are defined as:

{Q:Mxh

13
Icpuls = K1 X Imax (13

where K7 is greater than one as well considering the current
margin.

In order to verify our design, two prototypes are designed.
1) To illustrate the advantages of the proposed gate-loop
compensator, two press-pack IGBTs from IXYS are used.
Due to the wireless and solderless bond structures, press-
pack IGBTs inherit the highly consistent power-loops, and
this makes us focus on the voltage unbalancing induced by
inconsistent gate-loops. And the matched commercial IGBT
gate driver boards are used. They provide the high driving
power and full protection function, ensuring the safety of the
IGBTs, and the proposed gate-loop compensator can be easily

cooperated with it. 2) To test the robustness of the proposed
method, four discrete IGBTs from Infineon are applied, and the
commercial gate driver chips are matched with the IGBTs. The
detail is given in Table II. It is noted that, the IGBT’s rated
parameters are with large margins in our design for safety
purposes. The test platforms are established respectively as
shown in Fig. 7(b) and Fig. 7(c).

TABLE 11
IGBTS AND THEIR GATE DRIVERS
Name Parameter
Press-pack IGBT TO0360NB25A (2500V/360A)
Gate driver board  C0044BG400SBA
Discrete IGBT THWS0N65RS (650V/50A)
Gate driver chip SI8271

Since the parameter identification is implemented by FPGA
in the compensator, and current source compensations are con-
trolled by FPGA as well, sufficient accuracy and fast response
need to be guaranteed. If not, the voltage balancing effect
of the compensators would be unsatisfied. Consequently, to
realize the proposed control, two optimizations are designed:

1) In our case, each clock cycle of FPGA is 10 ns. It means
the resolution of captured timings, such as #1(,) and t4(), is
10 ns, which is not enough for compensation (the available
period for control of a press-pack IGBT is about 700 ns).
Therefore, four 200 MHz PLL clocks, whose phases are
sequentially lagged by 90 degrees, are structured to increase
the resolution of the capture timings. The resolution is thus
improved to 1.25 ns.

2) Equations (7)—(10) are too complicated to be calculated
in such a short period 7. Fortunately, regarding ¢, as zero,
the required T in (10) is only dependent on #;(,) in real
time, while the rest of the parameters are known. As shown in
Fig. 8 where press-pack IGBTs are applied, since the variation
of Ron(a) has very limited impact on T}, (it is seen that when
Rona) varies from 8.7 to 9.5 €2, the curves are almost identical),
all possible pairs of [£1(a), Tp@)] can be solved offline, and then
stored in a look-up table in FPGA. Once ¢,y is captured, the
corresponding T}, is indexed within only 2 clock cycles, and
thus, it can be implemented during the preserved period 7.

800
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Ty (ns)
W B W
S o S
S 3 3

200
100

0
245

255 265 275
Il(a) (IlS)

285

Fig. 8. Correspondence between T},(,) and t;(y).
B. Experimental Results of Two Press-Pack IGBTs in Series

The detailed experimental results of two series-connected
press-pack IGBTs are shown first. Figs. 9 (a) and (b) give
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the comparison between gate driver sides without and with
compensation during the turning-on process. In Fig. 9(a), the
proposed gate-loop compensator is disabled, vge() rises at tg
and reaches Vi, after 680 ns. In Fig. 9(b), when vg() reaches
Vo at t1(a), the digital logic to FPGA is flip-flopped from “17
to “0” and then the required T}y = 200 ns is indexed from the
look-up table during T¢, then a current i) with 200 ns pulse
width is compensated to the gate-loop. After compensation, the
time of vge(a) rising to Viy, is shortened to 640 ns. In the same
manner, the time of Vg falling to Vigijer during the turning-
off process is shortened from 640 ns to 560 ns, as shown in
Figs. 10(a) and (b), respectively. These experiments show that
the proposed gate-loop compensator can fine-tune the state
of the gate-emitter voltage, and thus, can control the voltage
balancing of IGBTs. Taking the typical compensation duration
of 200 ns and the compensation current of 260 mA during
both the turn-on and turn-off process as examples, the power

z'p(:a): 2@0 mAE/le

7. 400 ns/div
@ ros0v <10Haf1313:48

. 640 1is

£ 400 ns/div
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Fig. 9.  Experimental waveforms of gate driver sides during turning-on
process. (a) Without compensator. (b) With compensator.
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Fig. 10. Experimental waveforms of gate driver sides during turning-off
process. (a) Without compensator. (b) With compensator.

consumption of the compensator is 3.12 pJ per switching
cycle, while the power consumption of the commercial gate
driver is 90 pJ. Therefore, the power consumption of the
compensator only accounts for 3.47% of the commercial gate
driver.

In the case where V3. = 1000 V (the maximal voltage in
our test bench, which is limited by the condition of the lab),
whenthe short-circuit occurs, S, and S}, are forced to be turned
off. As shown in Fig. 11(a), when no gate-loop compensa-
tion is applied, the voltage unbalancing of the power sides
occurs during the turning-off process; in contrast, as shown
in Fig. 11(b), when the proposed compensation (only the
single-cycle compensation part) is added, Veea) and veew) are
substantially balanced. Similarly, when S, and S}, are turned
on without gate-loop compensation, as shown in Fig. 12(a),
Uce(a) aNd Veep) and unbalanced; while in Fig. 12(b), vce) and
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Fig. 11. Experimental waveforms of power sides during turning-off process.
(a) Without compensator. (b) With single-cycle compensation.
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Fig. 12. Experimental waveforms of power sides during turning-on process.
(a) Without compensator. (b) With single-cycle compensation.
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Experimental results of two series-connected press-pack IGBTs when Vie = 1000 V (vcg(a)s Vee(b): 200V/div, ir,: 50 A/div, ¢: 100 ps/div). (a)

Without compensation. (b) With single-cycle compensation. (c) With single-cycle and cycle-by-cycle compensations.
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Experimental results of two series-connected press-pack IGBTs when Ve = 200 V (vee(a), Vce(b): 50 V/div, ir,: 10A/div, ¢: 100 ps/div). (a)

Without compensation. (b) With single-cycle compensation. (c) With single-cycle and cycle-by-cycle compensations.

Uceb) are well balanced with the proposed compensation (only
the single-cycle compensation part). These experiments show
that during the switching process, vcea) and veeny can be well
balanced with the single-cycle compensation.

However, a considerable voltage unbalancing still exists
since the single-cycle compensation is not completely accurate
due to the non-ideal factors. Such a voltage unbalancing will
be eliminated by the proposed cycle-by-cycle compensation,
and this can be verified by observing the working processes of
SSFCL without and with the proposed gate-loop compensator
which are compared in the following section.

In Fig. 13(a), the two IGBTs are only driven by the
commercial drivers under V3. = 1000 V without gate-loop
compensation. Although the current can be limited at 90
A, distinct voltage unbalancing can be observed in every
switching cycle. Especially, such a voltage unbalancing has
a large extension when the IGBTs are constantly off. To
facilitate the analyzation, the degree of voltage unbalancing is
calculated as 70% (the maximal |Vee(a) — Vee(y|/|Veeta) + Veerv)|
during the third off period). In Fig. 13(b), only the proposed
single-cycle compensation is enabled. It is seen that the voltage
unbalancing in every switching cycle is significantly reduced.
However, a small voltage unbalancing still remains, resulting
in a considerable 20% voltage unbalancing extension when the
IGBTs are constantly off. In Fig. 13(c), the proposed cycle-by-
cycle compensation is further added. It is seen that the voltage
unbalancing is substantially eliminated after several switching
cycles, even when the IGBTSs are constantly off.

To show the robustness of the proposed gate-loop compen-
sation, Fig. 14 shows the experimental waveforms when Vg,
200 V. Without the proposed plug-in gate-loop compensator,
voltage unbalancing is still significant even if V. is low; while
with the proposed compensator, single-cycle compensation can
reduce voltage unbalancing from 65% to 37.5%; the addition
of cycle-by-cycle compensation can further reduce the voltage
unbalancing to be within 5%.

C. Experimental Results of Four Discrete IGBTs in Series

To further verify the proposed voltage balancing control
with compensation, the case of four series-connected discrete
IGBTs is considered. In the V3. = 600 V case, the voltage
sharing of IGBTs without and with compensations are given
in Fig. 15(a) and (b), respectively. It is concluded that the
voltages of four IGBTs are well balanced after compensation.
The same conclusion is obtained under V3. = 200 V, as
shown in Fig. 16, which verifies the robustness of the proposed
compensators. However, it should be noted that with the in-
crease of the number of series-connected IGBTs, the parameter
accuracy requirements are higher, and the control becomes
more complicated, which influences the voltage balancing of
the proposed gate-loop compensators, and this factor should
be considered during design.

; ; L 4 pskdiv
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........................................ 4
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Fig. 15. Experimental results of four series-connected IGBTs under V.
600 V. (a) Without compensator. (b) With compensator.
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Fig. 16. Experimental results of four series-connected IGBTs under Vg, =
200 V. (a) Without compensator. (b) With compensator.

D. Discussion

The performance of the proposed compensator can be
further improved as follows:

1) In addition to structuring four PLL clocks and storing
look-up tables in FPGA, a FPGA with higher frequency can
be chosen to improve the accuracy and response speed. In ad-
dition, the comparators and their layouts should be optimized
to reduce signal delay.

2) The compensator needs a period of time for parameter
identification and another period of time for current source
compensation. Therefore, a certain turn-on delay time and
turn-off delay time are required. Consequently, the gate resis-
tance should be selected based on the input capacitance of the
adopted IGBT. Such a way may cause higher switching loss in
every switching cycle. However, since only several switching
pulses are applied to SSFCL when short-circuit fault occurs,
it is well suited for SSFCL

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, the voltage unbalancing of series-connected
IGBTs in a SSFCL is discussed. First the switching processes
of the series-connected IGBTs are analyzed, and the key
criterion for gate-loop compensation is given. It is concluded
that if the gate-emitter voltages of IGBTs can reach the thresh-
old/miller voltage synchronously, then the voltage unbalancing
induced by inconsistent gate-loops would be greatly reduced.

Therefore, a plug-in gate-loop compensator with discrete
feedback and pulse width current compensation is proposed.
The proposed compensator compares the gate-emitter voltage
with several thresholds, and then controls the pulse width of
the compensation current without ADCs and DACs.

A design example shows that the circuit is simple since
only 3 comparators and 4 isolators are used. By storing a
look-up table in FPGA, the pulsewidth of the compensation
current can be calculated and indexed within 2 clock cycles;
by structuring the PLL clocks, the resolution of the captured

timings is improved from 10 ns to 1.25 ns; and the power
of the compensation current only accounts for 3.47% of the
driving power.

The experimental results of two series-connected press-pack
IGBTs show the single-cycle compensation can reduce voltage
unbalancing from 70% to 20% if the DC voltage is 1000 V, and
the addition of cycle-by-cycle compensation can further reduce
the voltage unbalancing to 5%. And voltage unbalancing can
always be limited within 5% when DC voltage varies in a wide
range. In addition, the experimental results of four discrete
IGBTs connected in series also show good voltage balancing
with the compensator despite the control becomes much more
complicated, which further verifies the effectiveness of the
proposed compensator.
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